Sermon July 302006 — Doug Lackie
Questions and Answers

2 Kings 42-44
John 6:1-15
Ephesians 3:1-6

Jesus in the previous chapter of John has hadfeootational discourse with the leaders
in the Temple in Jerusalem. There was no ambiguityesus part, he made it quite clear
in his discussion with the Scribes and Pharise¢s a$0 he was, the incarnate Son of
God. The situation became dangerous, for Jesuswa®mot the time, the final conflict
was to take place a year later. It was time toddhe scene to leave Jerusalem, he had
made his point with the rulers of the Temple, dm/trejected him in spite of his
teaching and healings.

Surely, for all of us when we are faced with uncoonpising conflict within our families
at work or socially, its best to chill out for a i) this is what Jesus and the disciples
wisely choose to do.

We next see Jesus 100 kilometers from Jerusal€@am@rnaum on the Sea of Galilee in
this vignette Jesus has been teaching, performarg/miracles along the way. The
crowd of followers are amassing, inspired by Jeseething and curing the sick.

The Passover festivities are about to start, tae¥enany travelers making their way to
their families in other towns, some making a pitggige to Jerusalem, some to abandon
their travel plans, to follow Jesus.

Jesus and the Disciples have to break away frorarthed; it is time for prayer, a time
for rest, a time to reflect, a time to strengthie® tinderstanding and faith of the
Disciples.

Don't all need a break from the pressures of ife;all look forward to long weekend
breaks with our families, a time for us to rechattggeebatteries physically and spiritually.
It was not easy for Jesus to escape the crowdiacimext to impossible. The fastest and
best way of escape was to sail across the Sealitdésar Lake Tiberius to Bethsaida
which happened to be the home town of the Disdnplidlip, a rowing distance of 4
miles.

It was obvious for the crowd to spot the directiamere Jesus was going, for them
however it was a 9 mile hike around the lake ifytimeshed to catch up. They would also
have to go upstream on the Jordan River to a fgrdoint close to where the river
flowed into the Sea of Galilee.

Jesus is like a magnet his spirit draws peoplearny it did then as it does now. People
seek him out in their lives; for if we have himaar hearts we have a thirst for his
presence which only he can satisfy.

Settled on a hill overlooking a grassy plain Jesuseys the crowd gathering, they have
tracked him down, they have followed and pursueal Airaveling a long way over poor
roads and rugged countryside they are tired andryuthey have a need to rest, and the
need to be nourished both physically and spiriyuall

In this Gospel of John, Jesus is the one who tegighe question to the Disciples
specifically to Phillip “how can we feed these pleoiney are tired and hungry” Phillip



who is from the area is without an answer he wasstate of despair. Wringing his
hands Philip calculates it will take 6 months watgebut bread to feed the 5000 men
plus women and children.

Jesus the host of this gathering recognized agagsponsibility for crowd, he cared for
them, they were his flock, and they had to be fed.

Andrew came to the rescue bringing a young lagsus who offered up 5 barley loafs
and 2 fish, pickled fish no bigger than sardinesids a generous offering from the
young lad for it was probably was for his journbgttlay ahead. Suffer little children to
come unto me, what a privilege for this young bmp¢ brought to Christ and to provide
the means for a miracle in feeding the 5000 people.

We see Jesus the incarnate Word; the creator imh@xistence, in action, fully at
oneness with God as he was in heaven, with the pmwentrol the elements of his
creation, whether it is a few barley loaves onled or the waves of the sea. For Jesus,
the agent of all things made; there is not a sitigleg which exists in this world which
came into being without him.

The people are seated on the grassy shore. Jgsugraae, in all probability the prayer
offered in every Jewish home. “Blessed art thol.@d, our God who causes to come
forth bread from the earth”. The people eat andibed, their hunger satisfied.

Can we imagine all of us being present, being gictie many thousands that day in
Galilee? Being in the presence of the incarnatesClistening, looking and watching

with rapt attention. Listening to the words spokgrhim, then to receive the coarse
barley bread given thanks for and blessed by Ctivéstvery Bread of life.

Let us imagine for a moment we are present sittimghe grassy plain by the Sea of
Galilee part of the crowd, sitting on the grassrimaking the water, it is evening, the
crowd is restless, they are tired and hungry. VeJesus and the Disciples coming down
the hill towards us, vicariously we are about todyee partakers of a sacramental meal,
receiving the bread of life from Christ himself.

In our hearts then let us all feel the presendab@Holy Spirit within us at this time.
When the meal was over Jesus asked that the Healgiyents left over be picked up so
that nothing would be lost, for this was preciousadl, bread that brought salvation for
those who believed in him; also symbolizing Jesuscern that no soul would be lost.
Twelve baskets, one for each Disciple was filledcHe Disciple would have a basket
called a KOPHINOS a bottle shaped basket; no Jesv taveled without one for it
would contain their provisions for travel.

It had been a momentous day, many miracles perfbrine Jesus, curing the sick,
teaching that the Kingdom of God had arrived fdmpalople. For those who believed in
him that he was the Messiah, not the Messiah thatldvlead them to military and
political victory over the Romans, which they wéaping for, but a victory that would
lead to a whole new paradigm of religious cultlrgief, leading to eternal salvation.
The story of the miracle apart from Jesus invol8esther people, the young boy, the
Disciples Philip and Andrew. Firstly the young heybrought to Christ with his offering
of barley loaves, peasant bread and two little. fiBhe Bible scholars state that in all
likelihood the boy had 5 barley cakes as opposddawes and the two fish were pickled
fish similar to sardines.



Those of us who have children have brought theildan to Christ firstly through
baptism and as they grew in childhood to exposenthe religious training within the
church, with the hope that they would confirm tHmstief in Christ in mature years.

The Apostle Andrew would spend his entire life gimg people to Christ, his actions
that day were positive in contrast to Philip. WHaoed with a lack of food to feed the
thousands assembled he took positive action, heddidrring his hands in despair.

When faced with a compelling situation in life esipdly in service for Christ and his
Church we are not to ring our hands in despaitdyrayerfully seek out positive action
in providing ideas and leadership that the HolyriSpiill work among us to a satisfying
conclusion. In contrast Philip when asked by Jeghere they could find food to feed the
crowd, Philip gave a despairing answer. Certaindy a helpful answer and not the
answer Jesus was looking for.

Jesus was testing Philip, as well as the otheriflescto acknowledge that the only way
to feed the crowd facing them was for them to rece and put their faith and trust in
him, Jesus, to acknowledge that he Jesus was thefS&od, the Messiah, only he could
address the situation. Jesus knew what was negetszd my people,

Jesus was again about to act miraculously as heréwxously by changing water into
wine at the wedding at Cana. Philip had been atwleading feast, he had seen Jesus
perform miracles previously, Philip’s response was$ to acknowledge that Jesus was
the Son Of God; or that he Jesus could accomgiisiugh his oneness with God had the
power, the power to feed the people.

The recognition that Jesus was the Messiah by theifles was to follow shortly when
the disciples were asked “ who do you say | amtéPanswers for the Disciples saying *
The Messiah, the living Son of God “.

Jesus’ miracles were designed not to astound, leug wigns pointing to his glory that
God was working within him and that he was at oiita Wod.

Does Jesus ask us questions? To those who arellbisdrs, the Christian Church, even
we here at Claude? Does he offer us challengég, asking us how we are going to feed
the people in our community with spiritual food tth& not perishable but lasts forever. |
think he does. Over the past years there have fibeey controversial books published as
to the nature of Jesus of Nazareth. It is therefeesonable for Christians to face the
guestion in their hearts and minds when Jesus ‘aske do you say who | am”.
Hopefully in answering that question we draw on faith, a gift from God and respond
as Peter did “you are the Messiah “. Could it behaee been giving Jesus answers over
the past 40 to 50 years similar to Philip, pragmatiswers not answers based on faith
and trust in the Triune God of Grace.

Has the Church been caught up in the superficialitthe culture that now exists in the
western world?

Our answers, actions and responses to Christ havee tgiven prayerful thought to
respond to the challenges he puts before us asidodis and the entire Christian
community. For the answer he is looking for is g@ton, faith and dedication where
we joyfully offer ourselves at Christ’s’ alter unatitionally in worship and service.



